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Why Grad School 

- Job opportunities 

- International exposure 

- Personal growth 

- Real life sucks! 

- When should you go 



Masters or PhD 



Masters or PhD – Quick Overview 

                     PhD vs. Masters 

“Academic” life vs. “Normal” life 

     30k USD lucky vs. 60k USD unlucky 

             Research vs. Courses 



Masters or PhD - Details 

Masters  

● Arrange funds 
● Relatively easier  
● Professors don’t care 
● Quick route to jobs  
● Earn more in the short run  
● Don’t care about research  
● Industry is the only option 

PhD 

 ● Always funded  
 ● Harder to get into  
 ● Professors matter  
 ● Long journey! 
●  Earn less in the short run   
 ● Research Matters  
 ● Could go to Industry or Academia  



Ranking 

- All sorts of “rankings” are out there  

- Depends on you, which one you want to believe 
- US News rankings are pretty famous  

- Department rankings are more important 



Times Ranking 



Ivy League 



US News Ranking: CS 



US News Ranking: Econ 



US News Ranking: Business 



NRC Peer-Review Ranking 

- Personally, I believe in this ranking for graduate programs 

http://web.mit.edu/newsoffice/1995/40737-0920.html 

MIT                        34 points 

UC Berkeley        27 points 

Princeton            19 points 

Stanford              18 points 

Harvard              18 points 

Yale                     17 points 

U. Chicago        14 points 

U. Michigan       10 points 

Caltech             10 points 

UC SD                 8  points  

*A peer-review ranking of doctoral programs compiled over years 

*Survey by National Research Council (NRC)  



How to get there 

- Apply early 

- Right mix of targets 
- GRE, GPA 

- Resume 

- Research 
- Rec. Letters 

This talk does not cover: 

-  MBA admissions (significantly different)   

-  Admissions to non-US schools 



How to get there: GPA, GRE 

How important is GPA and GRE?  

GPA, GRE cannot get you in,  

but they can keep you out! 

You have to be above the minimum GPA + GRE filter 

After that the real game starts (especially for PhD) 

A rule of thumb: Higher the GPA + GRE, the better – duh! 



How to get there: Rec. Letters 

-  Rec. letters are very important 

-  Especially from well-known people 

-  Make sure your letter writer can establish his/her authority  
-  Letters should be believable 

-  Ask if they’d write a “strong” letter before getting them 

-  Request letters early (avoid peak letter writing time)   

-  Professors remember faces, not names 



How to get there: SOP 

-  Personalize for each school 

-  Make it interesting 

-  It is your writing sample  
-  Make it good 

-  Show your passion  

-  Make a personal connection 

-  Answer why grad school 
-  Answer what after school 

-  Answer why this school  



How to get there: Research 

-  Not that important for Masters (but won’t hurt!)  

-  Extremely important for PhD 

-  For PhD you *must* show research experience  
-  Proves that you know what you are getting into 

-  Prior publications are not necessary, but will boost app a lot 

-  Quality of papers is *much* more important than quantity  

-  Your prior papers/drafts serve as writing samples 
-  1-2 samples are more than enough (they won’t read more anyway) 

-  Make sure the research/writing samples are good! 

-  No publications are better than publications in “junk” conferences  

Prank fools US science conference 

A collection of computer-generated gibberish in the form of an academic 
paper has been accepted at a scientific conference, to the delight of hoaxers.  

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4449651.stm 



How to get there: Funding 

- Fulbright 

- Erasmus Mundus 
- HEC 

- Graduate Assistantships 



Fulbright Scholarship 

Pros  

● Everything is funded 
● A lot of funds available  
● Good placements (generally) 
● Standard procedures (“proxy”) 

Cons 

 ● Need to come back to PK  
 ● Less control over univ. applications  
 ● Less suitable for PhD 



EU vs. US 

EU  

● Recognition within EU 
● Relatively easier  
● No GRE 
● Don’t care about rankings 
● Ad-hoc procedures  

US 

 ● International Recognition  
 ● Harder to get into  
 ● GRE  
 ● Rankings matter  
 ● Standard procedures  



Mor Harchol-Balter’s (in)famous Advice 
There is light at the end of the (long) tunnel ! 



Further Information 

Muneeb Ali  

http://muneeb.org 

Thank You ! 


